
                    
 
 

2013 Youth Traffic Safety 
Youth Choice Awards Winners 

 
According to National Highway Traffic Safety (NHTSA) data, in 2011 more than 3,600 
youth in the United States aged 15–20 were killed in motor-vehicle crashes.  Three out of 
the five deadliest days for youth on our nation's highways occurred during the summer 
season.  On two weekends alone in July, 99 youth died in car crashes.  Although young 
people ages 15-24 represent only 14% of the U.S. population, they account for 30% ($19 
billion) of the total costs of motor vehicle injuries among males and 28% ($7 billion) of 
the total costs of motor vehicle injuries among females. Motor vehicle crashes are the 
number one cause of death and injury among youth in this country.   
 
This is a crisis that needs our nation's attention.  Many organizations, legislative leaders 
and business leaders are working collaboratively to spread awareness, make our roads 
safer, and ultimately save the lives of teen drivers. To recognize the outstanding efforts of 
these leaders working to make a difference in youth traffic safety, National Organizations 
for Youth Safety (NOYS) youth leaders honor nonprofit organizations, business and 
industry leaders, and individual representatives with the annual NOYS Youth Choice 
Awards.  NOYS youth are presenting the NOYS Youth Choice Awards as part of the 
2013 Global Youth Traffic Safety Month on May 8, 2013 at the Jefferson Memorial in 
Washington, DC.  
 
This year NOYS is honoring the following: 
 
Individual Leaders: 
 
 National Transportation Safety Board Chairman Deborah Hersman 
 
 Make Roads Safe North American Director Dr. Bella Dinh-Zarr 
 
Business and Industry Leader: 
 
 Ford Driving Skills for Life 
 
Media Outreach Leader: 
  
 TeenVogue 
 
Non-Profit Organization Leader: 
 
 Ad Council 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 



Individual Leaders 
 
 

National Transportation Safety Board Chairman Deborah Hersman 
Recognized by Teens  

for Traffic Safety Leadership 
 

 
 

 
NTSB Chairman Deborah Hersman is recognized as one of the nation's most visionary 
and passionate safety leaders who advocates for safety across all modes of transportation. 
Among her many initiatives, Chairman Hersman has focused attention and actions on 
distracted driving, child passenger safety, and helping accident victims and their families. 
She emphasizes the NTSB's role as "the conscience and the compass of the transportation 
industry." 
 
Chairman Hersman has been the Board Member on-scene for 19 major transportation 
accidents, chaired scores of NTSB hearings, forums and events, and regularly testifies 
before Congress. Her leadership has created a more transparent and accountable 
organization by significantly increasing the quantity and quality of NTSB information 
available on the agency's website, holding more public meetings to highlight safety 
issues, and embracing social media to communicate with stakeholders and citizens. 
 
Chairman Hersman’s leadership to empower and engage youth to be part of the solution 
for road safety has inspired youth to address teen traffic safety in their local communities.  
Under her leadership the NTSB has hosted youth leaders as part of NTSB forums and she 
joined youth on TeenRSA events that are built to educate youth drivers on transportation 
infrastructure.  Her leadership and passion is inspirational to today's young drivers who 
are tomorrow's employees and leaders.  Chairman Hersman’s leadership is recognized by 
youth and for this NOYS is proud to honor Chairman Hersman and thank her for her 
leadership. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Individual Leaders Continued 
 

North American Director Make Roads Safe Dr. Bella Dinh-Zarr 
Recognized by Teens  

for Traffic Safety Leadership 
 
 

 
 

 
Dr. Bella Dinh-Zarr is a public health and road safety consultant in her role as North 
American Director of the Make Roads Safe campaign. She was previously National 
Director of Traffic Safety Policy for the American Automobile Association (AAA). She 
studied at La Universidad Catolica de Valparaiso, Chile, and received her PhD in health 
policy and injury prevention at the University of Texas School of Public Health. Dr. 
Dinh-Zarr trained with the Cochrane Collaboration Injury Group in London and was a 
CDC Fellow where, as a member of the Motor Vehicle Team, she received the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services Secretary’s Award and the CDC Outstanding 
Scientific Contribution to Public Health Award. She has been a Research Associate at the 
Texas Transportation Institute, a Scientist at the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), and currently serves on several U.S. Transportation Research 
Board committees.  
 
At Make Roads Safe Dr. Dinh-Zarr is a great leader in providing youth leadership 
opportunities to members of the NOYS coalition and is an amazing example of 
empowering youth to be part of the solution for road safety.  Her vision and work around 
the globe to raise awareness of how we as a society must address auto and road safety has 
provided a platform for connecting youth in the U.S. to youth in other countries and 
helped our youth understand road safety is a global concern.  Bella has been a huge force 
behind the worldwide spread of Global Youth Traffic Safety.  Her leadership and 
dedication to partnering with NOYS to make Global Youth Traffic Safety Month a 
success at the international level has triggered success across the globe. Without her 
constant support and leadership, Global Youth Traffic Safety Month wouldn’t be where it 
is today. 
 
NOYS is honored to recognize Dr. Bella Dinh-Zarr for taking leadership in addressing 
youth traffic safety leadership.  For her leadership and support to empower and educate 
youth, NOYS is honored to recognize Dr. Dinh-Zarr with a Global Youth Traffic Safety 
Month Youth Choice Award. 
 

 
Business and Industry Leader 



 
Ford Driving Skills for Life 

Recognized by Teens  
for Traffic Safety Leadership 

 

 
 
Vehicle crashes are the No. 1 killer of teenagers in America. Nearly 3,000 teens die 
annually in such accidents, according to the most recent data from the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. Because of inexperience, many teens lack the skills and 
knowledge required to be safe drivers. Statistics demonstrate that teen involvement in 
crashes declines considerably as young drivers gain experience. 
 
Ford Driving Skills for Life (DSFL) was established in 2003 by Ford Motor Company 
Fund, the Governors Highway Safety Association, and a panel of safety experts to teach 
newly licensed teens the necessary skills for safe driving beyond what they learn in 
standard driver education programs. Ford DSFL has partnered with NOYS to spread the 
awareness about distracted driving and continues to be key to the solution of teen traffic 
safety.  May 8, 2013 is the ten-year anniversary of their first Ford Driving Skills for Life 
youth event. 
 
NOYS is honored to recognize Ford Driving Skills for Life for taking leadership in 
addressing youth traffic safety leadership. Ford Driving Skills for Life has shown 
corporate leadership in providing hands-on, classroom and web-based training for youth 
at no cost. Ford DSFL also fosters peer-to-peer programming, youth-targeted contests 
and safety promotions that encourage teens to talk to each other about safe driving.  
 
For the leadership and support of Ford Driving Skills for Life to empower and educate 
youth, NOYS is honored to recognize Ford Driving Skills for Life with a Global Youth 
Traffic Safety Month Youth Choice Award. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Media Outreach Leader 



 
Teen Vogue 

Recognized by Teens  
for Traffic Safety Leadership 

 

 
 
Teen Vogue, a Conde Nast publication, brings the sophistication and authority of Vogue 
to a new generation of young women who want to be on the cutting edge of culture. With 
a circulation of over one million, it is a major force in the lives of teen girls. 
  
The brand takes its cachet seriously, using its powerful platform to address important 
youth health and safety issues. In the June/July 2013 issue, on newsstands mid-May, Teen 
Vogue features an investigation into the risks of texting and driving, shining a spotlight 
on the sobering statistics and the real-life stories of young women whose lives were 
impacted by texting behind the wheel. Teen Vogue helps its readers understand that safety 
is in style and raises the level of conversation about these important issues. 
  
National Organizations for Youth Safety is honored to present Teen Vogue a Global 
Youth Traffic Safety Month Youth Choice Award for its editorial leadership in sharing 
with readers the devastating impact of distracted driving.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit Leader 



 
Ad Council 

Recognized by Teens  
for Traffic Safety Leadership 

 

 

The Ad Council is a private, non-profit organization that marshals volunteer talent from 
the advertising and communications industries, the facilities of the media, and the 
resources of the business and non-profit communities to deliver critical messages to the 
American public. The Ad Council produces, distributes and promotes public service 
campaigns on behalf of non-profit organizations and government agencies in issue areas 
such as improving the quality of life for children, preventive health, education, 
community well-being and strengthening families. 

The Ad Council has endeavored to improve the lives of all Americans since first creating 
the category of public service advertising in 1942. Ad Council icons and slogans are 
woven into the very fabric of American culture. From our earliest efforts including 
"Loose Lips Sink Ships" and Smokey Bear's "Only You Can Prevent Forest Fires," to the 
iconic “Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk” and of course, "A Mind is a Terrible 
Thing To Waste" - Ad Council PSAs have been raising awareness, inspiring action and 
saving lives for more than 70 years.  

The Ad Council has partnered with National Organizations for Youth Safety and Global 
Youth Traffic Safety Month to help train youth leaders on creative messaging plans and 
outreach efforts.  The Ad Council staff has presented at NOYS events and helped young 
leaders understand how to work with media outreach to increase their project outreach.  
Through their expertise, the Ad Council has helped grow Global Youth Traffic Safety 
Month and build a partnership with the Project Yellow Light PSA contest that engages 
and empowers youth to use their creative skills to develop Public Service Announcement 
videos for scholarship submission.  This contest was started by the parents of Hunter 
Garner who was killed in a crash and have turned the tragic loss of their son into an 
educational outreach to young people. 

The work of the Ad Council reaches youth through creative messaging and outreach to 
young drivers on the topics of preventing texting while driving and other youth health 
and safety topics.  NOYS is honored to recognize the Ad Council with a Global Youth 
Traffic Safety Month Youth Choice Award. The Ad Council is a leader in non-profits 
addressing youth traffic safety and NOYS is honored to recognize the Ad Council with a 
2013 Global Youth Traffic Safety Month Youth Choice Award. 

*********************** 
Join leaders and partners from across the nation to celebrate Global Youth Traffic Safety 
Month and the winners of the Youth Choice Awards on May 8, 2013 at the Jefferson 
Memorial. For information on how to become a partner, attend the events, and get 
involved in projects and programs, go to www.noys.org.  
 
 



National Organizations for Youth Safety (NOYS) 
Founded on February 8, 1994, the National Organizations for Youth Safety (NOYS) is a coalition of over 
70 national organizations, federal agencies, and business and industry leaders that is strategically situated to 
provide leadership and vision to address youth health and safety issues through youth engagement and 
youth empowered leadership.   Through this network, NOYS influences more than 80 million youth and 
adults. The mission of NOYS is to promote youth empowerment and leadership, and build partnerships that 
save lives, prevent injuries, and enhance safe and healthy lifestyles among all youth. NOYS created 
National Youth Traffic Safety Month to empower youth to develop and lead teen traffic safety projects that 
will positively impact their communities. For more information visit www.noys.org.  
 
Global Youth Traffic Safety Month 
In 2007, NOYS developed and implemented the National Youth Traffic Safety Month® campaign held each 
May.  National Youth Traffic Safety Month was formed in partnership with the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration to support the United Nations 2007 Global Road Safety Week. In 2011 National 
Youth Traffic Safety Month grew into a global effort and is known internationally as Global Youth Traffic 
Safety Month™ and is an annual campaign held each May empowering youth to engage in traffic safety 
projects in their communities. Global Youth Traffic Safety Month highlights the work being done to save 
youth lives on the road on the local, state, national, and international levels. 

 


