
  
    
 
 

 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    CONTACT:  Cathy Gillen; (443) 463-4449  
September 12, 2013                   cathy@cathygillen.com  

 
YOUTH FROM ACROSS U.S. and NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION 

SAFETY LEADERS CONVENE FOR DISTRACTED DRIVING 
PREVENTION SUMMIT 

 

WHAT:   4th Annual NOYS Teen Distracted Driving Prevention Summit:  Approximately 150 youth 
and adults from across the country will meet for impactful presentations, interactive training 
activities and creative ways to fight distracted driving.   

Students from the following areas of the country will attend:  Brawley, CA; Torrance, CA; 
Newcastle, IN; Springfield, KY; Seekonk, MA; Fulda, MN; Norfolk, NE; Freehold, NJ; 
Mamaroneck, NY; Bedford, OH; Springfield, OH; Tulsa, OK; Hopkins, SC; Brookings, SD; and 
Logan, UT. 

The Summit, sponsored by AT&T and State Farm®, will provide teens an opportunity to hear 
from distracted driving crash victims and national transportation officials, and meet with 
exhibitors who will showcase products and information using the latest technology to improve 
traffic safety and eliminate distracted driving.  At the conclusion of the Summit, the teens will 
use what they learned to create initiatives to prevent distracted driving in their hometowns. 

 
WHEN: September 20, 2013 - 9:00 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
 
WHERE:   Washington Court Hotel 

525 New Jersey Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
Grand Ballroom – I, II, & III 

 
WHO:   

* The Honorable Deborah A.P. Hersman, Chairman, National Transportation Safety Board   
* The Honorable David L. Strickland, Administrator, National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration 
* Andrea Brands, Director, Consumer Safety & Education, AT&T 
* Sue Sampson, Public Affairs Specialist, State Farm 

 
ADDITIONAL SPEAKERS INCLUDING (contact Cathy Gillen for a detailed agenda of the summit): 
 
* Reggie Shaw, 26, West Jordan, UT:  Reggie will share the tragic consequences of his actions from a 

horrific traffic crash that took place in Logan, UT in 2006 when he was 19 years old.  Reggie was 
texting and driving, crossed the centerline and killed two rocket scientists driving a vehicle in the 
opposite direction. Reggie was sentenced to spending time doing community service sharing his 
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experience with others in order to combat texting and driving.  Reggie is the subject of a new 
documentary film released last month called, From One Second to the Next. The film attracted more 
than 1 million viewers its first day on YouTube.  

* Logan Melgosa, 16, Barron, WI:  Two years ago, Logan and his brother, Alex, were pulled out of class 
and told that their brother, Matt Crary, age 18, was distracted by his phone while driving to work on the 
back roads of Iowa.  Matt hit a parked semi-truck and was killed instantly.  Although Logan didn’t have 
a license yet, he decided he would never text and drive and became an advocate for safe driving so he 
could prevent his family tragedy from happening to others.  Logan is a junior at Barron High School, a 
NOYS Peer Mentor and First Vice President of FCCLA. 

* Jennifer Smith, Founder, Distraction Advocate Network, River Forest, IL:  Jennifer has been a 
leading advocate against distracted driving since her mother was killed by a driver talking on a cell 
phone in 2008.  She works to prevent this dangerous epidemic from happening to others by sharing her 
story and the latest research behind distracted driving.  She helps families who have lost loved ones or 
who have been injured by distracted driving and works tirelessly to change the culture of our society. 

* Joel Feldman, Founder, Casey Feldman Memorial Foundation, Philadelphia, PA:  Since the 2009 
death of his 21-year-old daughter Casey at the hands of a distracted driver, Joel Feldman has devoted his 
time to fighting distracted driving across the U.S. and Canada by founding the Casey Feldman Memorial 
Foundation to support individuals, groups and institutions in the fight against distracting driving. Joel 
also founded EndDD.org – an initiative to End Distracted Driving by providing education, resources, 
speakers, and research through blogging, connections and the latest information available. 

* Zach Veach, 18-year-old Professional Racecar Driver and Inventor of urTXT app, Stockdale, 
Ohio:  As an athlete and racecar driver, Zach knows the importance of safe driving and wanted to do 
something to prevent distracted driving after a 16-year-old girl from his hometown died while texting 
and driving.  He invented urTXT app, an application that will send automatic responses back to the 
sender stating the driver will reply after reaching their destination. 

 
WHY: Traffic crashes are the leading killer of teens.  Teens overwhelming use of cell phones coupled 

with their driving inexperience makes for a deadly combination.  In fact, drivers under the age of 
20 have the highest proportion of distraction-related fatal crashes. 
 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 3,331 people were killed in vehicle crashes 
in 2011 involving a distracted driver, up from 3,267 fatalities in 2010.  That same year, an additional 387,000 
people were injured in crashes involving a distracted driver.  
 
A recent Centers for Disease Control study showed that nearly half of all U.S. high school students aged 16 
years or older admitted to sending a text or email while driving. 

 
ABOUT NOYS: NOYS is a collaboration of over 70 national youth serving organizations including non-

profit organizations, business and industry leaders and governmental agencies, with the 
common goal of promoting safe and healthy behaviors among our nation’s youth.  
Through its members NOYS reaches more than 80 million youth with its safety 
messages.  NOYS believes effective youth prevention programs are teen-led and teen-
informed.  The Coalition acknowledges the need to convene, train, and empower youth 
leaders to address the issue of distracted driving.  Visit www.noys.org for more 
information. 
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